THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY

It is my purpose to indicate in exceedingly brief space my con=-
- ception of the Democratic Party and its role in our national life.

The Democratic Party is the oldest political party on earth,
and has been an instrument of service to the people of our land in
every generation since George Washington took his oath of office
as our first President. It had its origin in the early days of the
Republic. While Americans from all walks of life have always been
numbered among its adherents, the Democratic Party drew its original
membership in large measure fromgmall tradesmen and artisans in
communities along the Atlantic Coast and small farmers on the
frontiers in the South and the West. These men accepted the leader=-
ship of the great apostie of freedom and enlightenment, Thomas
Jefferson, who had "sworn upon the altar of God eternal hostility
against every form of tyranny over the mind of men." Their action
in so doing was inevitable because they shared Jefferson's love for
liberty and his confidence in the average man.

Their first political battle under the leadership of Thomas
Jefferson was to add the Bill of Rights to the ﬁriginal Constitution.
They were inspired to fight this battle by their conviction that
nothing short of tyranny can quench the insatiable thirst of gover-
ment for power, and that in its ardor to expand and multiply its
authority government will extinguish the freedom of the individual
unless it is restrained from so doing by fundamental law, which it

alone can neither repeal nor amend. They formally organized themselves .




-2 -
into a polif.:l.cal party during the administration of President John
' {Adams to regain. freedom of speech and of the press, of which Americans
had been robbed by the Sedition Act of 1798.

As time passes and new conditions arise, political parties
necessarily alter their policies and their programs. Despite this
truth, history makes it manifest that the Democratic Party was re-
markably homogeneous for more than a century after its establishment.

It advocated a strict construction of the Constitution in the interest
of states rights and individual liberty, and steadfastly opposed the
centralization of power in the Federal Government in Washington. During
this period, it elevated to the Presidency Thomas Jefferson, who

is simply described in the epitaph upon his gravestone as the author of
the American Declaration of Independence and the Statute of Virginia

for Religious Freedom, and Founder of the University of Virginia; James
Madison, who is rightly called the "Father of the Constitution;" James
Monroe, who devised the Monroe Doctﬁne,’, Andrew Jackson, who declared
that government should emulate "Heaven's rains and shower its favors
alike on the high and the low, the rich and the poor" and thereby brought
into being the Democratic slogan of "equal opportunii';iea for all men, but
special privileges for none ;" James K Polk, who had a contempt for the
spoll system, notwithstandiné his party loyalty; and Grover Cleveland,
who proclaimed that a public office is a public trust.

While he did not reach the Presidency through the agency of his

own Party, Andrew Johnson, a staunch Democrat, merits the epprobation
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of history for his courageous defense of our constitutional government
" during the troublous days following the Civil War.

It was during the administration of Jefferson and Polk that the
United States made its greatest territorial expansions.

The Democratic Party was largely Southern and Western in its
orientation, and retained its strict interpretation of the Constitution
and its abhorrence of Big Goverament until the second administration
of Woodrow Wilson. At that time, the Wilson administration was com=
pelled to assume drastlic powers over the national economy in order
to win the First World War.

During the ensuing years, the Democratic Party grew immensely in
strength in the urban clenters of the North and East, and consequently,
the Party lost much of iﬁs Southern and Western orientation. As a
result of this shift in its orientation and the national emergency
created by the Great Depression, the Democratic Party has favored
many measures during the administrations of Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Harry S. Trumaen, John Fitzgerald Kennedy, and Lyndon B. Johnson which
involved the exercise of long dormant Federal powers and whichpromoted
the national welfare. Among these measures were laws establishing the
Social Security System; laws establishing fair lebor standmrds for
vorkers engaged in interstate commerce and’ the production of goods
for interstate commerce; laws making insurance of deposits available
to banks and savings assoclations; laws designed to make life more
abundant among those who produce the food and fiber essential to life;

laws making Federal funds available for educational purposes; laws
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making Federal funds available for the construction of hospitals; and laws
promoting medical research in the hope that mankind may be freed from cancer,
. heait disease, polio, and other age-old scourges.

This statement would be incomplete without some reference to the present
membership and state of the Democratic Party. The Democratic Party is not a
single group of like-minded men united to effectuate identical ideas. There
is more than a modicum of truth in what America's most beloved humorist Will
Rogers said when inquiry was made of him concerning his political affiliation.
He stated: "I do not belong to any organized political party. I am a Democrat."

The Democratic Party is the only political party which has substantial
strength in all areas of the nation. It numbers among its adherents men and
women from all walks of life and from all areas of the country. It is in-
evitable that such men ahd women should have diverse interests and varying
philosophies of government.

While I sometime say in what Rudyard Kipling calls "Jesting guise" that
it would be fine if all Democrats entertained the same sound opinions I do on
all auhjécta, I do not deplore diversities in the Democratic Party. Indeed,
these diversities serve both the Party and the country well. Conflicting po-
litical ideas like conflicting ideas in all areas of life are likely to
generate sparks of illumination. When all is said, there is room in the
Democratic Party for all who love America, regardless of whether they be con-
servatives or liberals. The conservatives keep the liberals from becoming
radical, and the liberals keep the conservatives from becoming reactionary.
As a consequence, the Party and the country terfl to move forward in a sound manner.

I wish to emphasize that the Democratic Party is totally unlike

the Communist Party. It is not a monolithic organization with an

inflexible party line. It expects every Democrat to use his God-given
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faculties and reach intellectually honest conclusions in respect to
' problems confronting our country, and seek to induce other Democrats
to accept his conclusions.

It recognizes that every human being has many loyalities and that
sometimes one of such loyalties conflicts with another. It even
recognizes that on some occasions what a Democrat conceives to be his
loyalty to his Party may conflict with what he conceives to be his
loyalty to his country. Itkecognizes that on such occasions a Democrat
serves both his Party andAhis country best by placing his loyalty to
his country above hié loyalty to his Party.

Someone has cynicglly remarked that political parties are held
together by the "cohesive power of public plunder." As a Democrat
I rejoice to say‘that the Democratic Party has manifested in its
grendest hours & capacity to ignore such an earthy consideration,
and to rise to heights of moral grandeur.

It had one of its grandest hours in 1868 when the Democratic
National Convention forthrightly condemned the oppression being
visited upon the South by the Reconstruction Acts as Yan unqualified
despotism." Others of its grandest hours were when Woodrow Wilson
and Franklin D. Roosevelt insisted that America should go to war
rather than permit Kaiser Wilhelm and Adolph Hitler to enslave Europe.
Another was when Harry S. Truman made it plain to all mankind that

America would not stand Buﬁinely aside while Communism extinguished the










