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It is my purpose to indicate In exceeUn@y brief space tpy con- 

ception of the Demoeratic Party and: ite role in our national life. 

The I)emocratie Party I s  the oldeet poltt icd pmty on earth, 

and has h e n  an Instrument of aerwlce to the people of our land in 

every generation since Qeorge Washington t m k  his  oath of ofFice 

as our first Reeident. Xt had its oregin In the early days of the 

Republic. While Awtrfeena from .aL1 WBULS of life ham always bean 

numbered among I t s  aaherente, the Democratic Party drew Ata original 

memhrshlp in large measure fromrnaYtrade6men and artibans in 

c ~ a i t i e s  dong the AtLaatic Coast and s m a l l  farmers on the 

frontiers In the 6wth and the West. These men accepted the leader- 

ship of the great apostle of Freedom aad enlightenment, Thomas 

Jefferson, who had "sworn upon the .alW of God eternal hoatUSty 

W n s t  every form af tyranny over the mind of ma9. " Their actiw 

In so doing was inevitable because they shared Jefferson's love for 

liberty EUMI hie  confiaence in the average maa. 

Their first political. battle under the leadershtp of 'Phmas 

Jefferson was to add the Bill of X g h t s  to the original ConstitutionL 

They were inspired to fight this battle by their conviction tbt 

nothing short of tyranny ean quench the insattable thirat of gowr- 

ment for p e r ,  and that ita its mder to expaad and multiply it8 

authority government w i l l  extinguish the Freedom of the isrdividud. 

unlesa it %a restralaed Ban BO doing by findmental law, which it 

alone can negther repeal ncm emend. They fondly orgenized themselves . 
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i n t o  a p ~ i t i c d  party bring the ahinistratim of Meident  J O ~  

.Adame t o  regatn fseedom of spech and of the press, of which Amricam 

had been robbed by the Bedltion Act of 1798. 

Ae ti= pasees and new condLtioas mise ,  poli-tical partlee 

neceseaxlily alter their policies and theta- program. Despite t U e  

truth, U s t o r y  makes i t  manifest that %he Democratic Sarty wae re- 

markably homgeneous for more than a century after its establishment. 

It advocst& a strict constructian of the Constitution in the intereat 

of statee  righta aa(T individual liberty, and 8teadf"aatl.y opposed the 

centrslization of power Zn the Feaeral Government in Washington. During 

this period, it elevated t o  the Presidency Thmae Jefferson, who 

28 aimply described in the epitaph upon his graveetbe ae t;he author of 

the American Declmatioa of Independence aaa the Statute of Virginia 

for blkgioue Freedom, aad Founder of the Itlniverslty of Virgtnla; Jamc~ 

Madison, who i e  rightly cal led  the %&her of the C~net.ltution;~ Jarnee 

Monra, who devised the Monroe ~ o c t i i n e :  Andrew Jackson, who dekared 

that government shwld emula%@ nlIeavea's rains and sharer its favora 

alUe oa the high md the low, the rich end thC poorn and the+eby brought 

Into being the Democratic slogan o f  "equal, oluportunitlee for all men, but 

special privileges for none;' James IC. PoU, who had a con't;empt for the 

s p o ~  a ~ e m ,  notwi,tb~tanu& his party l o w t y ;  and Grolrer c l e ~ l m a ,  

who procldmea thst a public office is a public trust. 

W e  he did not reach the Aesidency throu& the agency of hie 

a m  Pmty# ADdm Jdhn~O11~ a 6tauDch Democrat, u l t a  the approbatim 
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of h l a t e r y  for his courageous defense of our const&tutiod gwelpment 

' during the trwbloue days foUowiag the CSvi3. W s r .  

. It vaa during the administration of Jefferson and Polk that the 

United Statea m a d e  i ts  greatest territorial expeslaioru. 

The Democratic F%wty vae largely Southern aad Western in i t e  

orientation, and retained 1- strict interpretation of the Constitution 

sad i t e  abhorrenee of BXg Gommrmerrt until the second mdmlnlmtrrtloa 

of Wo&m Wilson. A t  that tlm, the W U s o n  &idstration was corn- 

p U e d  t o  assume drastic powera wer the ll~tioaal. econorqy in order 

to win the Firet World W a s .  

During the eneulng ye-61, the Democratic Party pew immensely in 

etreugth In the urban centera of the North and East, and consequen$ly, 

the Party loat  much of its Southern and Western orientatton. As a 

result of this shif't in i t e  orientation and the oattonal emergency 

cre8ted.b~ the Oreat Depmssioa, the Democretic m t y  has f~yorad 

many measure8 during the adminiatrations of Franklin D. Roa~evelt, 

Harry 6 .  Iluman, John Fitzgerdd Kennedy, and *don B. Johason which 

involved the exerciee of long dormant Federal pwuers md whtdzpromote8 

the national velfa3.le. h w g  these measures wefe lma establishing the 

Social Security Bystem; l a w s  estabLishing fair labor s t a n b a r b  far 

workera engaged in interstate commerce andl the production of goods 

for Interatate commerce; laws W a g  ineurance of deposits ava3AabJ.e 

to b& and savings aseociations; lawa designed to mrike life more 

abundant amoag thoae who produce the food aail fiber eeseatisl to l i f e  ; 

1- M n g  Federal f'und. availabla fox educa t loW -see; lave 
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making Federal funda available for the construction of hospitals; end laws 

prometing medical research In  the h q e  that mankind may bet fieed f'rm cancer, 

. heddiseaee ,  polio, and other age-old scourges. 

statement w o u l d  be 5ncomplete without some reference to the present 

membership and state of the Democratic Party. The Democratic Party I s  not a 

single group of like-acLaded men unlted to effectuate identical. ideae. There 

is more than a millcum of truth $n what America's most beloved humorist Will 

Rogers sa%d when Inquiry wae made of him concedng hte political d f i l i a t i e n .  

He stated: "3 do not belong to any organized polittcal party. I am a Democrat." 
v 

The Democratic F&y i s  the only polltical party which bas substantld 

etrength In all areas of the nation. It numbers among i t s  adherent8 men and 

vmen f m  a l l  w a l k s  of l l fe  and from all mess oZ the country. It ie In- 

evitable that such men alld wrmwn ahould have diverse' I n t e r e s t s  and mrylng 

phUosophiee of gwerrrment. 

While X eometlme say in  w h a t  RuQad Ktpling c a U e  "jesting guise" that 

it wou3.d be fine If a l l  Democrats entertained the ewe sound optnions I do on 

all subjaets, I aa not d e p l m  divereitlea In  the Democratic Party. Indeed, 

theme diversities sarve both the Party ma the country w e l l .  Conflicting po- 

l i t i ca l  Meas like conflicting Ideas in dl areis of llfe are likely to 

generate  parks of illumination. When all. l e  ~ a l d ,  there is room in the 

Democratic Party for all who love America, regardlees of whether they be con- . 

servatm or l iberals.  The conserratives keep the liberals fkm beearning 

radical, and the liberals keep the coneervatives imm becoming' reactlmary. 
I 

As a consequence, the Party and the country t e d t o  move fom& in a manner. 

I wiah tB emphasize that the Ikmocratic Party Ss t o t a l l y  unlike 

the Communist Party* Xt is not a monolithic organization with an 

inflexible party l ine,  It expects every -rat to use hie Cod-given 
! 
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facultiee and reach inteUectually honest conclusions in respect to 

probleme confronting our country, and seek to induce other Democrats 

t o  accept his conclusions. 

It recognizes that; every human being has maay loyalitLee and t h ~ t  

sometimes one of such loyalties conflicts with another. It even 

recognizee that on some occasiclaa what a Democrat conceives to be his 

loyidty to his Party m s y  confLict wSth w h a t  he conceives t o  be him 

loyalty to his country. ~ * e c o ~ i z e s  that on ~ u c h  accasiona a Democrat 

sems both hie Party aad his country best by placing his loyalty t o  

hi s  country above his Loyalty t~ hils Party. 

Someone has cynic- remarked that political, parties .are held 

together by the "cohesive parer of public plunder . ' As a Democrat 

1 rejoice to  aay that +he Ikmocratic Party haa rndfe~ tea  in its 

@-st hwra a capacity to iware such aa earthy coneider&tlan, 

and t o  r i s e  to height8 of moral grandeur. 

It had one of i t a  grandeat houra in 1868 when the I)emocretic 

National Convention forthrightly condemned the oppression being 

vlsited upon the South by the Reconsfmcttoa Acts ae *an unqualified 

despotism.'' Others of I t s  grandest hours were when Woodrow Wilsoa 

and FrankUu D. Roosevelt insisted that America should go to w a r  

rather than permit Kaieer Wilhelm and Adolph H i t L e r  to enslave Europe. 

Ano-r was when B a r r y  6 .  !human made i t  plain to dl mankind that 

Amerks would not stand su~lnely slide W e  Communism exkxtinguidLed the 






