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SENATOR SAM ERVIN'S APPRAISAL
Oi'm'I'HE BATTLE OF KING'S MOUN-
g ¥

Mr. HELMS. My colleague from North
Carolina (Mr. MorcaN) and I wish to
share with our fellow Senators, and
others who follow the proceedings of the
Senate in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, an
outstanding document prepared by our
distinguished former colleague, Sam J.
Ervin, Jr.

During the recess, I chatted with Sen-
ater Sam, as he is affectionately known
throughout America. The next day, he
drove over from his hometown of Mor-
ganton to King's Mountain, N.C., where
each year there is a reenactment of the
historic over-the-mountain march of the
heroes of the Battle of King’'s Mountain.

Senator Ervin, in his typically remark-
able way, has prepared his assessment of
this significant event in American his-
tory. As always, he is thorough, he is
factual, and he is mindful of the great
principles involved in the birth of this
Nation.

It is this document that I wish to share
now with my colleagues. In a moment 1
shall ask unanimous consent, on behalf
of Senator Morgan and myself, that the
entire text of Senator Ervin’'s paper be
printed in the Rexcorp at the conclusion
of my remarks, -

Before doing so, Mr. President, I want
to pay my deepest respects to Sam J.
Ervin, Jr. I had the privilege of being
his junior colleague from North Carolina
for the first 2 years I was a Member of
the Senate. I had known him well and
admiringly for many years before that. I
shall'always count it a very special bless-

ing that I was able to serve with him in
the Senate. He and I do not belong to
the same political party, but we hold
the same principles.

I am proud of Sam J. Ervin, Jr., be-
cause he typifies the wisdom and
strength and courage of the State of
North Carolina which we love. Mrs.
Helms and I will always remember our
association with him and his dear “Miss
Msargaret.”

Mr. President, I ask unanimous ccn-
sent that the paper prepared by Senator
Ervin be printed in the Rxcorp at the
cenclusion of my remarks.

There being no objection, the material
was ordered to be printed in the REcorp,
as follows:

THe BaTTLE OF KING'S MOUNTAIN: AN AP-
PRAISAL OF ITS8 HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

(An sppraisal made by Sam J. Ervin, Jr..
of Morganton, N.C., in honor of those who
re-enact annually as a patriotic obligation
the over-the-mountain march of the heroes
of King's Mountaln from Sycamore Shoals
to the King's Mountain battlefield.)

For some years my good friend, Colonel
Hugh C. Bennett, and other patriots have
been re-enacting the over-the-mountain
march of the heroes of the Battle of King's
Mountain from Sycamore Shoals on the Wa-
tauga to the battlefield.

In so0 doing, they perform a two-fold pa-
triotic service. First, they commemorate one
of the most thrilling events in our country's
past; and, second, they remind present-day
Americans of this everlasting truth which
was cherished and exemplified by the heroes
of King's Mountain: It is better for men to
(die on their feeting fighting an oppressor for
liberty than to live on their knees appeasing
him.

Some of those who fought for freedom at
King's Mountain were of English or French
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Huguenot ancestry..- The overwhelming ma-
jority of them, however, were Scotch Irish.

The Scotch-Irish were the blood descend-
ants of the Lowland Scots whom Eagland in-
duced to migrate from their native Scotland
during the 1600's and settle on the con-
fiscated lands of Irish rebels in North Ire-
land which the King had given to some of
his favorites and which were known to his-
tory as the Ulster plantations. At the outset
those lands were leased to the Lowland Scots
at low rents.

The belief underlying the establishment of
the Ulster plantations was that the presence
of the Lowland Scots in North Ireland would
ald the English to retain thelr dominion
over the rebellious Irish whose hatred of
English rule knew no limits.

This bellef proved valld. The Lowland
Scots fought valiantly in the armies of Wil-
llam of Orange in the Irish Wars in which
the rebellious Irish and their French allles
suffered defeat.

Notwithstanding their reliance upon them,
the English King and Parliament and their
landlords grossly mistreated the Lowland
Scots. Bince they were devout Presbyterians
rather than members of the- established
Church of England, the Lowland Bcots and
their descendants in North Ireland were
barred from holding political office, required
by law to pay taxes for the support of the
established Church of England whose doc-
trines they rejected, and denied various
religious rights, including that of having
their marriages solemnized by ministers of
their own faith instead of the clergyman of
the established church.

Despite these tyrannies, the Lowland 8Scots
and their descendants in North Ireland were
a hard-working folk and achieved & measure
of economic well being by raising sheep,
growing flax, and other endeavors. As the
generations came and went, their prosperity
increased, and during the years preceding
the American Revolution, the descendants of
the Lowland Scots in North Ireland manu-
factured and exported excellent woolens and
linens whose sales encroached severely upon
markets previously monopolized by similar
English products.

The British Parliament thereupon added
economic tyranny to the political and rell-
glous tyrannies which had been long visited
upon the descendants of the Lowland Scots.
It enacted laws lmposing oppressive tariffs
upon woolens and linens made by them in
favor of those of English manufacture. Their
landlords augmented the resulting economic
woes by ralsing rents to a confiscatory degree.

The economic, political, and religious
tyrannies to which they were subjected in
North Ireland engendered an undying hatred

of the British government in the hearts of the
descendants of the Lowland Scots, and im-
pelled multitudes of them to migrate to
America In quest of the economic, polliical,
and religious freedom denled them in North
Ireland. Hence, they were ripe for revolt
against Britain when their feet touched
American soil.

After they reached America, they were
called Scotch Irish to distinguish them from
both the Highland and Lowland Scots who
migrated directly from Scotland to America
and the real Irish.

Their hatred of the British government did
not diminish after their settlement in Amer-
ica. The head of local government in each
colony was & royal governor who responded
to the desires of the British Crown rather
than the wishes of the colonists. and they and
the other colonists were deprived of much
political freedom. Besides, eight of the
thirteen colonles robbed them of the religious
freedom they craved, and the British Parlia-
ment imposed upcn all the colonists taxes
they deemed unjust.

After the colonles declared themselves to
be independent states and united to fight
for freedom, they relled on two groups to
wage their battles—the Continentals and the
mlilitia.

The Continentals were recruited by the
Continental Congress for long periods. They
were well trained for combat, and when
properly armed were able to confront any
enemy in open warfare.

The militia were recruited by the states
for short periods. Often they had no uni-
forms, and furnished their own weapons,
Despite their valor, they were not disciplined
by adequate training, and found it difficult
to stand effectively against a conventionsally
trained enemy in open combat.

It was decidedly otherwise, however, when
the battlefield consisted of rough or forested
terrain. Militiamen who lived on the frontier
or in sparsely settled areas were great hunt-
ers and skilled marksmen, and knew how to
maximize the cover from exposure to the
enemy afforded by rocks or trees. As a con-
sequence, they were deadly focs to a conven-
tionally trained enemy in rough or forested
terrain.

Although some of them were Tories dur-
ing the Revolution, the Scotch Irish as a
whole were numbered among Britain's most
formidable foes in that struggle.

In an effort to terrorize them into sub-
mitting to the British Crown, some British
officials and their Tory allies perpetrated
upon the Scotch Irish inhabiting the frontier
regions of northwest S8outh Carolina, western
North Carolina, southwest Virginia and the
over-the-mountain areas in what 18 now



























