
IRE F ~ S ~ D E N T  s STWD Ism a m n ~  

Senator 5m J, Ervin, Jr., (D-N.c.), 8 member of the Senate A m d  

ServLces Cr3mmittee md Chairman of t;wo Amed Services Subcom~tteea, t r y lp~  in 

a Semk dpeech p leeed  hie, fu l l  support to President Xelvledy i n  meetZw the 

threat to Berlin, n e  text  of Senator Ervin's q c e c h  follows: 

TueadRy night Prenidcnt Kennedy outlined to t;he American people the 
B?e-a,~ures which ha feels are demanded far the preservation of fmedom a;n& the 
security and honor of the United Statea, 

The President" p-pFogram requims sacrifices of us a11 but it is necessary 
'For -.our national suulval ,  Pre.si4ent Kenneay presentcti a compelling argument 
~ Q P  his program of action, 1 believe that it deserves and wi'U receive t h e  
e n a u i a s t i c  W r t  crf the dmerican waple, and indeed, of freedom-loving men 
everywhere who realize the dnnp;ers col .ng the free world I ,  fo r  One, 
Wdge the President my Ad1 su-9ort  r .eada t l ~ e  nation in meeting t3is 
grave crists. I m i g h t  add t h a t  it has ueen insp1ra t io iz~~-  to me to encoun*er 

' the-cmfidmce which m m y  memters of this body, ~ i W : o l l ~ i b  r c ~ a r d  party aTXlia* 
t iun,  have .expEsssd ccmcerning the President s proponal~. The Senate A m c i  
Smdccs-.CrJnrmi-tke, of which L am a niembar, has already taken action on thq 
-dentf s program and I am h q e f u l  tllat it v i L P  be considered by the Semk 
h thnJmmdi~te fu ture .  

Our-Fmsident  poke f o r  a!.lAmricstns wben he said that we do not w a n t  
'b fight but that we have fought before and. I a p e e  w f e h  him that a e  American 
' P@QW, -ever a l e r t -  to +&e encroachment of t ~ i % ~ : ,  v o d d  'be w i l l i n g  t o  fight 

bpreaerve- the Fndi~dual liberties md the democratic i n s t i t u t i o n s  
Which.-we-. hdlA. .so dear. 

me. p u p k  of  W a  great reelize t h a t  we are no longer an island -- a m e l v e s .  We have eeen t h  ish which beset OUT nation when, at the 
end of World. 1-Jar I, rlfe iaolat c~lused us t o  re f i~se  t h e  mantle of world 
kidemhip and to re jec t '  Woodrow lJllsonl s w i ~ d o m  and gtuldance . Under t h e  direc- 

~f F k u k l 3 ~ 1  Roasevelt t h e  American ~peeple assumed, for the first time, 
aT world leader, and resolved never afl;sLsl to be guilty of such folly 

- a;tr ~=wuJTed us - P U o w i n g  World W a r  I, A t  the end nf the second World gar 
m t  Thmm innugumted n seriee of programs desiwed, won& other things: 
h- as- the n~tions of the free world in mainwinlng their independence from 

' %~&t.  bpexidJm, The p g m s  were in s large measure succeseful and w e r e  
'wmrkbued by P r e U e n t  Eisenhower, These measurec alone, however, are na longel 
=cJ.- c o e t  the p s k t i o n  w5ich the Soviets t h r c a b n  to M e  in regard 
to BerUn..-%ch.actbt~~~ the Ruaaians c o n t m p h t e  would be vtolative of # e i ~  
V s  to us and ~ u r - a U b s .  To accept such flaunting of international 

--could.1tn.d .only to a deterioration of our  warld poeition and, as a 
WJ'W-t, bxcease?d. c a m ~ s t  a!:i:;ation and effectiveness. 
t' 
> 

fi-discsusslng the crisis befo1.e: us, President Kennedy emphasized the 'h. of our  g o v e n t  to se t t l e  a l l  international di8putea by peaceful 
He d a c a t e d  that hc i ~ -  -ling to submit the Berlin is sue to adjudlcs- 

*":on 't3y-the-WW Nctions, but regardless of our wiUingnees to negotu te ,  tnc ->b. c o r m t  in fed&g-th&t ~uccessful negotiation comes o w  f r o m  a 
* " ~ ~ t L m . - ~ f  wb As he has s a o a r l i e r ,  we must never f e a r  to negot1a-k 
t ~ t b y - ~ - t x h -  wemustr-er negotinte f r o m  fcsr. 

It --be tptgkadaed .if the-Soviets were led to b e l k v e  that ~WT' 
K F J J L ? - - ~ % ~  w e ,  QT QUI to p r ~ b C t  O U P G ~ ~ S ~  

be to welate, and we & be prrs.pred, ,if neceBasry, to 
~ f ~ & + ~ ' p ~ e j x A ! o ~ ~ 4 m e ~  Jl8ve .d.&-qy~ B*& - 



The Pre atdent s was a dispassionate speech. There was no saber-rattling . 
mere tma no coercion. mere were no Vlreate.  There was no intimation that our 
g o v e m n t  d Z J .  depart from i t s  coneistent pollcy that nuclear weapons w C U  
be used only as a last report, Even so, we are constantly aware that t h e  
possibility of massive nuclem retaliation i~ our bast deterrent to t h e  
communist threat. Althoug11 nuclear power is o w  best defense, our reluctance 
to employ it requires the increase in conventiond. forces  and the other 
defense measures outlined by the  President. 

The finmcial burden placed upon our people by the increased defense 
expenditures m y  be a c e ~ m p m i ~ d  by oL&er requests f o r  additional sacrifices. 
I am remfnded .that the President, In his inaugural address, said that we 
ehould ask not what our country can do for us but rather wha-2 we can do for 
our countwy. By showlng t h e  free world that we are tr i l l ing t o  bear our sham 
of the burden, we should indicate also that they must bear th&irs. Zhe conce* 
action by the United States and her  f tLl lcs in re>lying to the Soviet threat 
over E e r l i n  is, I believe, a portent of o u r  alliesT intent ion to assume thei r  
fair  shares of this  burden. 

Premier Khrushchev has t ~ L d  the worl& that a c ~ m u n i s t  has no right 
to be a mere onlooker. In a free society we b . o w  that 531:s is not the case; 
we have the r i g h t  of choice; we can be ei ther  onlool.:ers cr doers. Hovzver, 
in these precarious times, it aeems to me that t l~erz  is a moral obligation 
whic!~ impels each of us to contribut hia utrcrat in the ?on-keat for the 
survi~lal or  free men. The JZmericen pecple ~ L T X  the T? spmslb5lity  an^ 
opportunity, heretofore m,cquaUed, for ser:ice ts t h e i r  country, and, hdedd, 
t o  pd. l  mankind. I- know t%c t they will accept ?hts c:lsllrr.y. 

I lmow that  the peoyle of my staLe o r  Tclrth Z?~*oXnn stand fast by 
t h e i r  heritage and pledge Lo Prcsidei~t :Cenncdy their wnii;-;~~-~ted support. 
We must not falter;  we cannot afford izdecisf on; nmrtering a l l  of ow 
recources, L e t  us pr~ceed, wit11 dispatch to perform tl.~ose duties which 
w e l l d e t s d n e  the fa te  of freedom. Tile Precic?enthss chcrted the  nation's 
course and the American people w t U ,  not be deterred f ro~n it. 




