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Ladies an8, Gentlaen: 

We meet today on the site & the f crllous Ch2fbo~azc Confe3erate 

ElonolW in the  e~stwhile cayi td  of the Cc~Qed.eracy to Bed',cate the 

geslcroue g i ? t  of the people of Rl.ctnaond to tbe United Sktee  f o r  use pts 

a Visitor C,?TICer and Re~!~quazel*s far  the aichmonrl mat tonal btklefield 

Parlc , 

1 -at- fcrr the invi tat ion t o  p&icipo,te In W i n  det3icatlon 

because wr the oppnrtunity 14: offers m to e m e d  fbe National. Park 

Se=ice, nrlr? because of the prt ny own Pta-be, Fcrth Cwolina, played in 

the great c o d l l c t w h w h i  Collier Cobb, one of ir;v beloved teachers at 

Chapel 3331, m~ accueTm& to c a l l  the Uncivil W a r ,  

The National Park Semite mefits the hAgheat p?a!.se l o r  its ~mceasilrg 

devotion *a its patriotic t ~ e k  of p r ~ a e r ~ k g  md mWag avnilable ta 

the people tthe nat1onfc his%or%c shrfnes. As one who hae been prlv5leged 

d M c g  recent months t;o visi+, the bat t l~ f  Aclaa ct C;et;t;3p~'o?lrg, Pmtf etsm, 

Fre6e-rAcbaF,ufg, Cbaneelloreoille, *he WZLiiemes~, and Sp o tsylvmia, f 

beer vdtneae .that the National Park Service emphmizes "with a touch 

fmpnrtidly teneer'' that the unconquerable apirit  of those w h ~  wore the 

blue md t h ~  undylng ~ a l o r  of those who wore the gtqj conat?.tute the 

cmmn heritage ol? alJ. h s l c m s ,  regardless of Gjhetber they dwell abme 

or below the Maaon =A, mxon Line. 

I true% ydu dl1 pardon a*, tPds point atl allusion rather personal il~, 

nature. f carmct cane t o  fke  Cld Dean d t b t  experiencing amtione- 

s W a ; r  to t~osel~hich prompted Moaee to ramre hia  smdala f ram his feet 

bnc~ltlae he stood an holy gmund. IUneed of mlne fought for the Ccdederacy 

in virtually every engwement on Virginia soil f m  Be?hel to A-tbx. 

One of my great-uncles w&s k?llzd in actLon at Seven Pines. Another feU 

in combat an the Darbytown R o d .  

II? the wr58 of Britaizls heroic gon.bp Rupert Brooke: 

' 3 e s a  l d d  the world away; pured out  the red 
Sweet wine at? ymt3; gave u? the years t o  be 
O f  work and Joy, d t h a t  unhoped serene, 
That men call. age; and thoee w h ~  would h m , ~  been, 
The* sone, they @me, t he i r  Smo~:faLlty. " 



Z h c e  their Gust is c d n g l e d  forever with Virgilalats goad e&h, 

Virginia t o  ns is hallmred ground. 

These aedfcatory aemiees c a l l  to mbd. mr&s quotee by Father 

A b a m  J. I(ylstn, the poet laureate of the Confederacy, In the he&note 

to hTs porn enkitled A Land W i t h o u t  Ruins, -- 
"A lad kdthc"1t mina 18 a land w i t h ~ ~ %  memc-.lj.a,s-- a l d  
without memoxrlea l a  a lasld wlthouf h2sbr-y .... Cro~ne of 
roees fde--crmms of thome endure." 

!!!he PAC- natfonal Battlefield Pmk, -3ch wag established in 

194.L and now cmtdns  691 acree, is Xocaked %n a 1-a atorled in memoriea 

md hiatmry. Thia is tme because it is located tn a lana whleh baa 

m f f e r e G r u ~  andwornacrctrnof thom~. 

Aa the cap5W of the Confeaeracy, lUchnw,nd was the chief eUtary 

prize of a fratdcidal war, which lasted four locg yeare d sent abut 

530,000 Amer5cans to untimely graves. Of thoae no dying, thousands were 

U e d  or mort;aUy wounded in b a t t h e  atla sk2rmiahes fought in m s a  

lying wilth2n or near the Richand Vat lond  Bat-Uefield Park. 

Let me ewmemte a few of the major engagements occurring tdthin 

these axeens: 

1, The Battle of' Seven Pines, which m a  fought at Fa5r 

Oab, six miles east of RicMona, on May 31 and Sme 1, 1862, 

when the retrestjlng Confederate Army under General Joseph 

E, Johnston turned and f&t t.a a etandstill the Unlm 

f omen c m d  by General. George B. McClellan. 

2, 'IIThe Seven, Days1 '13attle, which was fought at Mechs~licsviUe, 

GsineaWl1,  Wage Station, ~ z l e r e l  E m ,  White Oak Swamp, 

and Mdvern E l l 1  in the nelghboxhd of Mchmond f ran W e  26 

to JUly 2, S62, when the  CorrPederate forces m d e ~  General 

Robert E. b e  made a aeries af counterat-cb upon G e n e r a l  

McCleUanls army and remwed its threat +XI Richmc,nd. 

3.  The Battle of Yellow Tavern, which was Po# at the 

Yellow Tgvern six ~ U e e  north d Edmmd on May 11, 1864, 

When the gallast CmfaBerete cmdier ,  Genera3 J. E. B. 

S h e ,  overkook General Fh313p BE. SbertBan, an& sacrl f lced 

hie own ldfe in IS deepexaGe but mccessf'ul e c r t  to save 

Mchmond frcan capture by General Sheridanla forces. 

-2- 



4. The Battle of Cold H&or, which was fought at Cold 

Wbor ,  tea milea nerthesst a% Richmond, from May 31 to 

Jlme 12, 1864, when General U. 8. G m t  continued, the 

campaign of sttrition begun by him at the Wtldernesa aaB 

Spotsylvanla by thrwbg massive Union Porcee wainst the 

mdederatee uader General, Lee, who held s atmng3.y 

entrenched line, 

5. The Pe*rsburg Campaign, w2li.ch be- about m e  15, 

3.864, whet3 General G r a n t  latd siege i;o Richmond and 

Petemburg, snd continued Aprfl 2) 1865, when 

Genera Lee a b m w  Rl-nd ma Pet;erslmrg and s t w t e t l  

the retreat, which enaed In his surrender at Appmatbx 

on b p r i ~  g1 1865. 

We iwe praonpted t;e attend t h l e  ceremony by -t;wo motlvee. O m ,  wMch 

16 exte& an8 objective, l a  our desixe t o  witness the detl5cation of s 

Visitor Center md Eienclpuarters marking the beglnnlng of an ewande8 

semice by *he Eatlonal Park Service t o  those H e l t  the Richmond 

TTatlonal Ba'ctl&ie.M Park. The other, #hieh is internal. ma abjective, 

i e  our d s h  to do reverence to thoee bra- men of' the Nor"cb md thsee 

breve men of' the Sauth, who fm&t near Richmond fox causee they believed 

rtght and whose silent t m t a  ane nar e p r e d  "on FeuneTn eternal camping 

ground, " 

It l a  w e n  for us to c a l l  to mind the &or and eacriPice of  those 

who wore the blue an8 a o s e  wbo mye the gray. !Phis is so because 

"If their menorlea part 
mm oux l ~ a  a d  he& 
' M d  be a wrong to them, 
And a ahme for us. '" 

The men of the No*h fought; to preaewe the Union, and the men of 

the South fought to preaerve the States. AB a comequence, all bmerlcarns 

have bherkte8  a country whose Consflhz.t;ion contap2ates "an indestruct5ble 

Union cmrpooed of inbstmctl-ble 8tatesaf' 

If we are to do full rwerence t o  those who mre the blue and #me 

.ctho uore the gray, we must & more than c a l l  to remembrance -he%r v,zlor 

and their ~acf i f ices .  We must ded-icate ourselves to the preservation of 

the America they bequeathed to ue. 

TMe America l a  threatened. by f oea KLthin and foes vithaut, 
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The foes without a m  the CmmmAet nations .which str ive fa erase all 

humin agalty and a l l  human freeclam from emthRe m a c e ,  

A Confederate officer from Rorbh CwoIina, mortally m d e d  during 

an advance on the second day at Getty~burg. After bet% hocked  to *&e 

ground by the fatpact of the Wlet  which wounded h3sn,he took from, hie 

pocket a pencil aud a piece of paper, and wmte theee m f i e  with his 

dying h d :  "TeU my father Z f e n  wlth my face to the enerny. '" 

America wil l  be able to defend herself a g a i n s t t h e  Communist8 aad 

all other external foes aa long ae hex sons axe redy to M e  Mth their 

faces to her enemtea. 

S m e ' b b e ~  it aeems that t h e  foes within pose a more serlous 3hrcat 

tu America than the foea wlthaut, It 1s ce?9%jn5;y easier to d w l s e  a 

tlefense against external foes. 

The foes w l W  are m e e  who seek to aeatroy our "indestructible 

Union of indestmetible States" by ~eBuclng the Statee to memlngless 

zems on the nat2mQ a p  sn8 concentmtbg d l  p e n m e n t a l  p a w s  in 

the Federal Govemnent, TP they ahouLa succeed in %heir objective, their 

euecess sound the b a t h  knell of liberby in America. TMs is true 

because "the States are the only brea-ter against the ever poundsag 

eurf which threatens to mlrmerge the M v i d u d .  snB destroy the only 

-8 fl society in which peraanality can surpive. '" 

America'e protection agaigst %he foes wlWn is to 312 faund 3n the 

"Go3 give us men! A t3me like t h i s  demands 
Strong e d s ,  great hearts, trxe f alth, an8 ready hande; 
Men whom the lust of office aoea not kill; 
Wen whom the epo3J.s of office caenot buy; 
Men wlzo posleesa oplniona and a trL11; 
Men who have honor--men who will not l i e .  
Men who cawl stand before a Eeaagogue 
And damn hi8 treacherous flatteries vithout wtnking; 
T d  men, surr-crowned, who l ive  above the fog 
In public duty and in private tMnkLng. " 


