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words: "In order to  belleve, he  must see Whether hls bellef In predestlnatlon and hlo 
and fcel, and thrust his hand Into the place." ratlonallsm were conslstent Lincoln dld not 

Whether this meutal characterbtlc war Inqulre. He was not a theologian, and dld 
inherited from ancestors or Wqulred from not attempt to  construct a conalstent creed. 

' envlronmerit we do not know. But we can Hls ratlonallsm engendered In hls mlnd 
-- trace with virtual certainty some of the  the  convlctlon that  all things In the  Lull- 

CIVLZ WAR ROUND TABLE ,,fleets of ~ t ~ ~ ~ l ~ - ~  environment upon hlr verse were governed by absolute and eternal 
attltude toward rellgton. laws. He read book8 on the nat~t ra l  sci- 

.(X"r. TUCK (a t  the request of Mr. Abraham Lincoln spent hls boyhood in the  encea and became a convert to trip theory 
backwoods of Kentucky and Indlana. Dur- of evolution. Ensfoh-DSON was given permission to 

cstend his remarks a t  this point in the Ing thla perlod, he recelved less than 12 These thlnga being true, It is not alto- 

RECORD and to include extraneous months of schoollng in the aggregate over Bether surprlslng that Llncoln entertalned 
a of 8 yenra; read and reread the  . neg~t lve  doubt3 and poSitlVe dlabellefs Con- nlaLter.) 
uBlble,v vPllgrim.s progess,- u~esopss  cernlng the  llteral truth of some passages 

Mr. TUCK. Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday F ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , M  - ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~  c rusoe ,~  weema* " ~ u e  of of the Blble and some of the generally aa- 
night. April 18, I had the privilege o f ,  Wanhlngton,.8 and u~rank l lnss  A ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .  cepted theological dogma6 of the Chrlatlnn 
attending the gold-medal dlnner given rnphy": asrlrtsd hlr poverty drlcken father in  
a1;nuflll~~ by the Civil War Round Table ' fnrmlng; and attended hi8 rnmlly* Calvln- Note has been taken of hlr dlsbellef In 
of the District of Col~mbla a t  the Na- lstlc Bnptlgt Church, where he heard aome- eternal Punishment, repugnant 

tion31 Press Building. The dinner was what unlettered mlnlaters preach many long to  simple sense of justice. As a mtlonal- 

well attended and the program was quite sermon8 on predestlnatlon and eternal Ist* he wns prove by rensOntng 
. damnation. the dogma of the supernatural blrth of 

jnte!-estlnr indeed. The distinguislled This preaching left two lndellble h p r l n t d  and In doubted, If '- 
SC::lnr Gcn~tor from North Carolina, the on ~ i ~ ~ ~ l ~ ' ~  mind, one a belief predes- As a I 
Ilonornble SAMUEL J. ERVIN, JR., was the tination and the other a dlsbellef In eternal 'lever In  an Ordered universe governed 
~01tl-medal dinner speaker, and he de- punishment. The strength of hls belle1 In and laws. there w- 
l l v ~ l ~ d  a V C . ~ Y  able address dealing with predeatlnatlon cnused Herndon to assert t ha t  place In his phlloeophy for accidents 

"In philosophy Llncoln wan n fatalist." miracles. As an evolutlonlst, he could not the  rc!ifi~oils phase of the life' of Pres- 
idcnt Llncoln, which I am sure consti- ~ l ~ ~ ~ l ~ ' ~  dbbellef in eternal punishment accept as Hteral truth the Or 

conatltuw a to the hell-fire mr- the creation. He may also have questtoned 
:tIltU r~ valuable contribution to the he heard in hla youth and was based a t  tlrnea the  dlvlne revelatlon of the Scrlp- 
str~dy of this period of our history. I on hla convlctlon that punishment wna tures. At least an  Inference to  that effect Is 
ask UIIB~~!IIOUS consent that I may ex- tended for the good of the oflender- and justified by his own statement attrlbutlng 
Lend I I ~ Y  remarks a t  this point in the ceafie when justice Is satlsfied.w He hle defeat In hls first race for Congress to' 
RECORD SO as to include this excellent often manifested hla dlsbellef In endless churchmen because he 

PrCsentation by the distinguished Sen- f punishment by quotlng thle pa raphrw of WBd reputed to be a and did not at- 
tend church. 

nt0r from Noriri Carolina in Mr. ERVIN. Mnrtln Elglnbrod'r famous epltaph: Durlng hls sojourn In Ncw 8alim and hlr  
TIIE REL~CIOUS FAITH o r  ABRAHAM L~NCOLN "Here Ilea poor Johnny Kongapod; early yenra In Bprlngfleld, Llncoln exprerred 
(Addrc~ss of Senator SAM J. E R ~ N ,  Ja., to Hnve rnorq on hlm. Oraclour Ood. hls doubts and dlrbellefa rnther freely. As 

the CivU \rJu Round Table of the Dietrlct he would do if he was ~ o d ,  a consequence, many of his contemporarler 
of Coltuulbln a t  Wrshlngton, on April 18, And you were Johnny Kongapod." ch~rncterteed hlm as an  Infidel. 
IOG1) Abrahnm Llncoln rpent hls young man- In  so dolne, they dld not lmnly that  he  
I wish to talk to you about the rellglour hood a t  New Salem. Ill.. a long rlnce vanlahed the ex'stence Of Ood' They meant 

faith of Abraham Llncoln, who was never village whlcl, stood the Bangamon thnt he did not acceut the Rlble as llternlly 
member of any church. Rlvcr abo t~ t  16 mlles from Sprlngfleld. true In Its cntlrety and had doubts and dls- 

The lltcrature which hns grown up  around During period, he engaged In bellefa aa to ccrtnln rellgtoua docman. Thlr 
LlnCoIn numbers thousands of volumes. chandlatng and aurveylng; won election M ~ a ~ ~ , & , s ~ ~ n ~ ~ l n H " ~ , " ~ ~ n '  ,,",'~~;I~~: i r  Anyone who dclrcs in this literature to any the Illinole LegLslature and to the cap- 
subst:bntlel cxtcnt Is dceply impressed by the  talncy or a mlllhry company which saw surefl8 that  "Lincoln believed In God and 
CollfllCt 111 the Lcstlmony concerning hls at-  noncombntant servlce In the Black Hawk lmmortalltv as - 
tltude toward rcllglon. War; rand law, We Blble, Shakmpeare, and As he grew older, Llncoln became extremely 

Wllllam H. JIcrndon, hls law partner of such suppoe,,dly heretical boo)rs Rs Painevs reticent about matters of rellglon. 
many ye3rs. x4erts thnt Uncoln "wss an  "Age of Rsason" and Volnoy'a "Rulnn of All Amerlcnnu are famlllar wlth Llncoln'a 
fnfirlcl, sornctlmcs bordcrlng on athelam." mmew; very decided and , remwkable evolution as a lawyer, orator. 
Dr. Lyman Abbott dcclnres t h r t  he was an  what radical to his contemporaries on i writer, He an 
ngnostlc Dr. J. O. Holland. who vlslted tHe of religion; and the equally remarkable evolution In rellglon. A* 
Illlncjls soon after the assnssination to col- habit of &,,tempting to clarify his thoughts . Ob.srrveao "he grndually rose 
lect rnaterlnl for 111s blogrnphy of Llncoln, by cornrnlttlng then] to wrltlng. more splrltt~nlletlc." 
Inf0l .n~ us t!nt rcsidcnts of Springfield ex- . Hsrndon say8 that Llncoln asslmllated Contrary to the popular Impression, Lln- 
prc%cd thcse contrndlctory oplnlons In re- Palne.s .,Age or Rcmon,, and Volney.r uRulnr coin was n man of few books. Herndon tcllr 
bpcct to Llncolg: "Thnt ha was very Tlmev om being. under . US thnt he rend less and thollght more than 
rellgloua, but thnt.  llc wns not a Chrlstlnn; the Influence of thelr Machlngs. he allegedly any Other Or his A 
that  11c wnr a Chrlstlnn, but dld not know , wrote two pspera, one deiendlng universal few Of the re'd lmprcssed Pro- 

It;" and "that hc wns 60 f~ from belng a mlvatlon, and the other the foundly. and wslrted hlm In concludlnu that  

rellglous man or n Chrlstlan that 'the lesr, Blbla wae not and Chrlatlnnlty Is essentlnlly a wny of llfe rather 
baltl upon tho subjcct tho betteri." John J M N ~  arm not the Ban of Ood." Be that as a creed' 

Iiay nl~d John G, Nlcolny, secretvlor to Lln- It may, cltcumrtancea lndlonte that  whlle One of theso books was "Vestiges of the 
coln durlng hl8 wcupnncy Of the White living in New ~ a l e m  "he ww surrounded by Natural Rtatory of Creationw by thc sco t t~sh  
Hodso, ~ S S U ~ O  us that "he WM a mnn of a c l w  of people exceedingly Ilberal In mat- nober$ Chnmbtra, which came to his 
profound atid Intcnue rellglour feeling." tors mllglonw and became acqualnbd hand8 a few years niter his romovnl to 
hloroovcr, a number of rlgldly orthodox wlth nil of the rugumanta advnnced against, , s ~ r l n ~ f i o l d .  According to i ts  nuthor, thlr 
Chrlstlni~a rccollnt vnrfoua Improbable ' the m ~ j o r  teneta of Chrirtlanity. , book conrtltuted "tho firrt attempt to con- 
6torles about Llncoln to lndlcato that he ~ b ~ ~ h ~  uncoln  wM admitted to the 11. . nett the natural ~cl0llce8 with the hlrtory 
eml)racod thclr orthodoxy in nil i ts  detalla. llnola bar In 1837, l ie forthwith removd Of creation." I t  coi~vlnced Lincoln that the 

M:tny persolis 0f a phllosophlc t w n  maln- from New $elem to Bprlngfield, whe.0 he theory of OvOlutlOn wfiscOn8latent with fnlth 
tnln tlint crcry Incllvldunl Is the lncvltable . roslded and practloed law untll h b  dcpar- In 
prrxlucL of hls hcrcdlty and envlronment. tura for Wwhlng-ton t o  be inaugurated a The rellglOUI3 falth of Lincoln wns pro- 

L!ncoln wns cn~ltlous to a fault. As a con- 
' 

16th President of the United States. , apont 
1 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ y o ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ d a ~ ~ ~ t d r ~ ~ ~ ~ u ~ ~ c ~ ~ ~ a  Ecquencc, ho 6ufTcrcd a t  tlmes from what the remnlnder of hlo llfe in Wnahlngton. 

hru hccn nptly cnllcd "The obstinacy of Ir- If we are to undorntand his attltude ta- On February 1. 1850, Abraham and M y  
rc!;olutlon." As Dr. Wllllnm E. Barton rays: ward rsllglon, we must understand the  , Todd Idincoln were berenved by the death of 
"Ii'hcn bc dld not know what to do, he mind or Lincoln and t h o  moth- by which their aocond son. Eddle, who WM between 
=vnllw not do anything." he ro~cheB conclusloas In that  area or life. a 8 and 4 Yoarr of age. At that  time Lincoln 

a czutlousncss hnd Its orlgln In ona Llnwln fudged moot thlngs by blr  rimple . W a s  Vlrtuall~ out of the hnblt of attendlnq 
ncoln's clllcf mcntnl chsracteristla. aenoe of juotlce. He subjected rsllglouo church, rnd  -8. Lincoln's pnstor, tho 
und i t  exlremely d~mcul t  to accept M . dogmas to tilone rddltlonal terta: Flrat hlr  E ~ l e c o p ~ l  mlnlrtor, war aboent from Bprlng- 
any propoaltlon whose truth ho could bellet In predmetlnatlon, whlch he aboorbecl field. Under them clrcumstance8, they 
rova by rcasonlng. Hcrndon doclcribed ; from the Celvlnlstta rsrrnano he heard; and, u k e d  Dr. Jamen Bmlth, the p ~ t o r  of the 
Icct of t b h  mentnl characterlrtlo upon , oecond, bin inberenb rattonalbm, wblch. rar Pirot Prarbywrlan Church of Bprlngfield. to 
:n'r attltude toward rlfgton in thew rtrenwenlbd by U msdinp of Pane.  QoIldUOt ftmetsl .cnviOer for Eddle. 
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Dr. Smlth cornplled wlth the request, and 
a sLrong bond of mutual respect grew up 
bcrwecn hlrn and Llncoln. Llncoln dls- 
ctis~ed Ills doi~blv and dlsbellefs wlth Dr. 
Srnlrh. and read Dr. Smlth's book entltled 
"Thc Chrlstlnn's Defense." whlch gnve the 
arguments for and ngalnst the dlvlnt? au- 
thorlty and Insplrntlon of the Scrlptures. 

This w11.s o11c of the books whlch pro- 
foundly Influenced Llncoln, who madt! this 
sl.nt enlent t o  his brother-In-law. Nlnlrm W. 
Rdw:~rds: "I have been rendlng a work of 
Dr. Snilth on the evldellces of Chrlst1;anlty. 
nnd hnve heard hlrn preach and converse on 
thls subject, and nm now convinced c.1 the 
truth of the Chrlstlnn rellglon." 

As n conuoqtrence of these thlnga. Llncoln 
bccnmo a pewholder In the First Prcsby- 
terlnn Church of S~rlnefleld. Mrs. - ' . 
transferred her Ip from tt 
copnl Church tc rch, and t 
colns worshlppc ;h regular1 
they took up  t: nco ln thc 
HOUO~.  After tnar 5ima they cons 
attended the New York Avenue Preet 
Churcll. whoso pastor. Dr. Phlneaa 1 
ley, wns a source of much splrltual 
Lo Lincoln durlng the dark days of t: 
War. 

Notu71thstandlng these e 
not seek membershlp In 
slnlply could not glvc tntt 
all the nrticles In any 
Pnrndoxlcal as l t  map seerrl. crla rrriuire- 
ments prcscrlbed by the theology of hls day 
for adlnlsslon to church membershlp were 
stricLer than thohe established by the Good 
Lord for entrnnce to the Klngdorn of Heaven. 

AS the result of hla aplritual evolrition. 
Lincoln became a deeply religious man. 
While we cannot say wlth certainty thnt his 
rvcry doubt was satisfied nnd that hls every 
disbelief w,ns removcd, we can amrm these 
thtngs wlth essurnncc: He belleved in God. 
Hc 11nd fnlth In the Bible. He accepted the 
doctrlne of the 1rnmort:illty of the soul. He 
prnctlccd prnyer. He revered Chrlst. 

Hls bellef In Good es tho Creator of the, 
unlversc and ns the Soverelgn Ruler ol' men 
nnd natlons was attested time and agtbln In 
h16 prcsldcntlal plpers and public speechem. 

His 181th In the Blble was demon8l;rated 
In cmphatlc word3 uscd by him during the 
summer before he wns nssaaslnnted. Dti tha t  
occnslon he gave lrls longtlme friend, J~whua  
Fry Speed. thls advlce and Maurancs con- 
cernlng the Blblc: "Take all of thla Book 
upon reason that  you can, and the balance 
on fnlth, and you wlll llve and dle h hap- 
pler man." 

Hls bellef ln the lmmort;tllty of tha roul 
wm rcllected wlth clarlty in hls lettsr ~whlch 
he u-rote to hls htcphro!.her. John D. John- 
son, wlille his father. Thornan Llncoln, wan 
dylng: 
* "I slncerely hope fathe1 )vc!r hlr 
health, but, tell hlrn to MI CBll 
upon nncl conRdc In our g 0133 and 
mcrclful Mnkrr, who will nor curn away from 
hlrn In stag rxtrcmit:,. He notes the fall of 
a slbtlrrow, and r~unibcrs the hnlrB 01 Our 
hend, nnd He u~lIl not forgot tha dylna man 
who p u b  his crust In lilttl. Say to  hlrr, that  

li It be h l ~  lot, to go now, he wlll soon 
hnve a Joyous m c e t i n ~  wlth many lovw, on& 
gone before, nnd where the rest of us. 
through the  help of C;0d, llopc ere long to 
joln them." 

Tho testimony concern!ng hlr dlspmltlon 
of rnlnd toward prnyer hcidre hlr elevation 
to  tho Prcnldcncy la sornewhat scant. After 
that  evcnt, however. he reeorted to prayer 
wlth incrcabln(: frequency. Me explained 
thls practlce by saylng that  many tlmer ha 
WM forced to his knees. "not knowlng yhare 
else to go." 

Hls reverence for Christ was well Dlurtntrd 
by two statementr made by him near tbe 
md of hlr 1Ue. 
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I n  accepting the  gift of a Blble Y r o m  s 

committee representing the Negroes of Bd- 
tlrnore, he sald : 

"In regard to this great Book. I have but  
to say. It 1s the best glft God has given to 
man. All the good Savlour gave to the 
world war comrnunlcated through thls 
Book." 

In answering a questlon of Congressman 
Henry C. Demlng as to why he had never 
unlted wlth a church, he snld: 

"I have never united myself to any church. 
because I have found dlWculty In glvlng my 
Maent. wlthout mental reaervatlon. to tho 
long. complicated statements of Chrlstlan 
doctrlne whlch characterlze thelr artlcles of 
bellef and confessions of falth. When any 
church wlll lnscrlbe over Its nltars, as Its 
sole quallticntlon for membershlp, the Sav- 
iour's condensed etaternent of the substance 
of both law and gasps! 'Thou rhalt love the 
Lord they Ood with all thy ne-i, and wlth 
a11 thy roul, and wlth all thy mlnd, and thy 
nslghbor or thyself,' tha t  church I wlll joln 
Wlth all my heart and all my soul." 

When a11 is said. hls sccrrt.iry. John 0. 
Nicolhy, wes not In error In hi& dboloratlon 
Chat Llncoln ''had falth Ih the eternal jua- 
tlce M d  boundlesr mercy of Providence, and 
mado the Wlden Rule of Chrlrt hlr prac- . 
tloel oreed." 
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End. 


