
FOR A S E L E A S E  ON D m m  
FRIDAY I i V r n T G p  DECEMBER 11, 1959 

SHALL AMRRICA'F BZKFEIGET El3 EO'W) FOR PQTTAGE? 

(Aadrese of Senator S m  3, Emin, D-WC, to $he Georgia Bar Aesociatlon 
at i t a  Mid-Winter Meet- &n A t l a n t a  on Friday avenlag, December 11, 1959.3 

Ledales d GeWemen of the Georgia Bar: 

3 am deeply grateful to your PrealSe~t, NeweU Edenfleld, lor hie 

imitation, to be with yau . It 18 a privilege for me t o  be l a  a State whose 

bench and ba~1. e m  KLth me the abiding carrrictisn that aur govelmmentd. and 

l e g d  systems cozlatitute Americ~" precioue birthright. 

I take fhls occaei~a to pay trtbute t o  three great Georgians, Dick Runsen, 

Herman T-e, aria Chwlie  Bloch, who are Pfghting so gallmtly and Bo 

htel l igent ly  t o  plPeEierrre that birthright for a l l  Amerieaxla of al2 .  generations 

and all, races. 

1 also take t h l n  occasion to emregs my sgpreciation of the judicial 

labord of the CMef Justice and bsociate J'Usticen of the flrprme C o u r t  of 

Georgia, who know tbt the lete a e t i c e  Robert H, Jackson npoke S3tbfuUy 

when he s d d  that there is "no way we can have equd justice under le,w except 

we have some law." They merlt the thanks of all lovere of canstitutfoaal 

government for their un~lweming f i&el l ty  fo the Pundamentala of the l a w .  

I shdl repeat here what  1 have often said elsewhere: Dick RusseU. is 

the best qu&lWied man in tMa country far the Presidency of the United Btates . 
Paradoxical ae it may be, however, Home uf the most vocative c ~ i o n s  of 

ctvi l  fights maintain thnt Dick Ruesell hae no c i d l  right tn aspire to that 

he@ office because hie  home happene to be in Winder, Georgia, rather than 

K€d..~m&zoo, Mlchiges, or acme other place abwe the Maeon aad Dlxm Wne, 

Sozne years  ago, J h ' e  adminiatrator was seeking to holil a railmad 

company civilly liable for Jgmlrr death on circwwtantiall. evidence, The a W -  

istrator c u e d  t o  the etand a witnees who testified that he was walking along 

the mllmad track juat-after the frsln psersed and that he saw Jim9 sever@& 

he8d lying on o m  aide of the "Yrack and the ramaixlbr of Jim's body on the 

other. The counsel for the admhistrator then put thls queetlon to the 

vltneas: 'What did yau & after you discovered theae gruesome relics?'" 

The witness replied: 'Z sat& k myself, mmethlng serious m e t  have happen& 

to Jlm." 



The C h i 1  Ri&ta Prc- poees s threat ta AmerZcats 
Bi~thrLght - our gwermental .  and l eg~2l  ~ y a t l e n e  - --- 

If the advocates oP cZvfl right~ leglela~ion b m  their way, soanething 

serious ie going to happen to our govenrmenhl and lc& systems. They ase 

bent on sel lhg Amr ieaq~  birthright for a, mesa of pottage. 1 pmpose to 

talk to yau about t b i a .  

In so doing, Z am b ~ p t a d  by mtives s w l m  to those which prompts8 

Job Hicke t~ c m t  the act  whtch resulbd in hls comiction on the charge 

of dfaturbtng religione worohlp in the Superior C w r t  of Burke Caunty, 

Idori;h Carolina, around the tim of the century* 

John Watt8 took s notion that he was c u e d  t o  preach. John ma eHU& 

in the science of a bricklayer, but .was sadly deficient Sp the & of am 

exhorter, Be was nevemeleos expounding the Scriptures In a smslX rural 

church om Sunday, whm Zob IUcks, who had p ~ ~ n  t oo  freely of Wzrke 

County corn, happeaed la stagger by. Upon seeing John In the pulpit, Jab 

entered t he  church, h g g c d  John to the door, and % h m  him out upon the 

ground. When Job B c k s  was caUed to the b a ~  ta be glenteaced far hie oflerrse, 

&dge Robinsan, the Prasidfng Sudge, remarked to h h  in a atern tone of' 

YOS-ce: 'W, Hicks, when ysru were guilty of tMe unsemly conauct on the 

Sabbath Day, you m a t  ha-~c been so intoldcated ae not t o  realize what you 

Here doing* " Job ma&e this relilponae to I358 Eonor: Wel l ,  judge, 1 ha8 had 

several drinks. But X would not want Your Honor to think I waa 60 drunk f 

could atand by and see t he  Word of the Lord beirg mmdcked up like that 

without doing eaeth3ng about it. " 

Adxoca%es of progrm distort and exploit racial 
misdeeds of Southerners 

When I became a member of the Senate M t t e e  on the JbUciary, I was 

assigned, t o  its Subcamittee on Canstitutimd Rightn, which h&a primmy 

jur2sd3ction of civil rights b i l l s ,  AB smmber of this S u b c d t t e e ,  f 

have learned sbme th3ngs concerning these billa and thoee who advocate them, 

The cons-t agitation concern-lng r a c t d  mathre and c i v U  sights 

Sumtshee n m y  Intoting@mund for o p p o M a t s  who &re w l l l i g  to  en 

the t ru th  to e e m  the haur. f: wlsh to make it crystal  clear, however, that  

I do not question the sincerity of the great majorZty of thoee who advocate 

the c $ v i l  rights program, They are undoubtedly conscientious men and m e n  

bent on doing what  they believe t o  be goad, But candor c m 1 e  me to eay 



that a e y  iEo e l m y  what Josh BiUknga men2 when he thfa terse ~bser- 

vation: "It ie better to  be Amorant tbm to km~ what e3nV t so. " 

The t-ic truth i a  that moat of the p90g2e who c h ~ i o n t h e  c i v i l  

f i g h t s  p r o m  "bow what d n q t  oa" both in respect to the character of the 

program mi¶ the neeesaity for it. 

The maseas for thie  are quite ebqle. 

The greater pmt of these people do not mad c%vU rights b U s  or etuw 

their implicatione. And even if they should maer.t;&e to Ba so, they wuld 

h al l  l i k e l f h o d  fin2 themelves In a atate i d a t i c a l  V-th that of Preeiaent 

Eleadmwer, who honeatly -*tad at one of hte press conferences that he 

b e e  not unilerstari8 '%he leg& quirks" In the b i l l e .  C i v i l  righte blUs 

are exceeWqgly complex, and can be rightly interpretea only when they are 

~ e a l l  in the lS&t  of history, the Constftutlon, and the basic ru les  of Law 

anIE. equity. 

These coneiderations makt it plafn that m a t  people met base their 

opiniane in r e ~ p e c t  to t he  civi l  right0 program on what othere say or write, 

and. are  wtthaut the cspacity fm dfetinguiah beheen the tme and the false in 

what they hear or read concemhg it. Much c$ w h a t  they hear or reail on %he 

abject  is aheer prapagenda espasatlw from those who fisld it agreeable OF 

profitable fa r  one reason 6r =other to agitate racial pmbleme an8 advacate 

civil r3ghter legislation for their ~ o l u t l o n .  As a cons;aquence, many peopLe 

believe that c i f l  righte bills are ae falr as the magic lebele they bear, 

and rrmaS1 u m m r e  of the mltituat of canstitutiond and l e g d  aina they 

cmtr . 
It ie W i e u L e  to realize the i a ; fury  done ta the Bmth and the threat 

posed to aound gmemment in Amer5ca by thoee .Kho m a k e  It 8 prafesaAon *o 

agitate the interracial, atsdeade of Southem W t e s .  

Take the matter af crime,. When an interracial or other c r b e  l a  

canonittea in a city of the NoAh, 5t is ~ l m p l y  a cxtime t~ be ramstea in 

m u d l  print on pwe eweriteen of the metropolitan W i e e  an8 left to the 

crimigal courf far punishment in the normal course. 

3ut let Southern Whites c&t crlrme upon a flegrcr in a remote region 

of the South, The pWassional mtakrs se$ze upon It, and exploSt It W 

the hilt . They charge aU Southerners with campliCTty 5n the c r m ,  and 

caX1, oa Congreas to rob the eat- W t h  and her oPfScid.a aa8 people of 

h i c  governmental and, legal f i g h t 8  by ~2~3.1 fight& lawe -azl% fo .khc 


























